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the family, the woman to household management, the two
thus supplementing and complementing each other's
labours.
Nor do I see in this any invasion of woman's rights
or suppression of her freedom. The saying attributed to
Manu that " for woman there can be no freedom " is not
to me sacrosanct. It only shows that probably, at the time
when it was promulgated, women were kept in a state of
subjection. The epithets used in our literature to describe
a wife are ardhangana,' the better half', and sahadharmini,
' the helpmate'. The husband addressing the wife as devi
or goddess does not show any disparagement. But, un-
fortunately, a time came when the woman was divested
of many of her rights and privileges and was reduced.to.
a status of inferiority. But there could be no question of
depreciation of her varna. For, varna does not connote a
set of rights or privileges ; it prescribes duties or obligations
only. And no one can divest us of our duty, unless we
ourselves choose to shirk it. The woman who knows and
fulfils her duty realizes her dignified status. She is the
queen, not the slave, of the household over which she
presides.
I need hardly say after this that, if the position set
forth by me with regard to the role of woman in society is
accepted, the question of the varna of the children, will
cease to present any problem, as there will be no more any
discrepancy as between the varnas of the husband and the
wife.
Harijan, 12-10-'34